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REF L ECT I O NS  
In our Feature Story on page 3 
join us on a walk down 
memory lane as Trustee Willie 
Noble takes us back to simpler 
time and place as he reflects 
upon his youth growing up in 
Georgia. 

10th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Relive the day as Pastor John 
W.  Walker celebrated his 10th 
anniversary as pastor of Saint 
James Missionary Baptist 
Church on June 8-10, 2018. 
Also hear from our illustrious 
pastor in his Pastor’s Pen on 
page 2. 

CONGRATU L A T I O NS 

Nala Jones competed in the 2018 
AAU National Gymnastics 
Championship in Tampa, Fla. She 
placed 7th on the vault, 2nd on her 
floor routine (.5 away from 1st) and 
7th overall. This is Nala’s second 
year in competition gymnastics 
and her first time competing on 
the national level. GO NALA!!! 
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Bible School. 
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the church picnic at Norton 
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Of course, as with any relationship there have been challenges both good and ones that have caused me to pray even more earnestly.  
When the day ends, I still get excited to drive up Oak Street and look between the buildings to see our great edifice.  God, I thank 
you. 
 
I thank God for this body of believers.  We have come a long way.  Every prayer, every Bible study, every church service and every 
visit to a hospital, or home has made a tremendous impact on my life.  It is my deepest prayer I have blessed you as much as I 
have been blessed by you. 
 
Although we have soared to great heights in ministry I am very aware of each loss we have shared together.  For each family who 
lost a loved one during the time God has allowed me to serve here, I carry their memory in my heart.  I am humbled to have had 
the opportunity to walk this journey with you. 
 
Thank you for your love for my girls; Nala, Faith and Grace.  Thank you for your unwavering support for Rev. Margaret, 
Mother Merdis and me.  May God, keep you always. 
         Love, 
         Pastor Walker 

Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus who is the Christ.  Wow, 
ten years 0f serving the great people of Saint James MBC.  I am truly humble to 
serve. 

I am eternally grateful to have shared some amazing moments with you.  When I look 
over the past ten years I am confident it is because of God’s bountiful blessings we 
have come this far.  He has blessed us to bring the gospel to so many people who have 
crossed out paths. With every family, I have come into contact with I am thankful.  
Each encounter has made me a better person and prayerfully a better Pastor.  I love 
serving the people of God at Saint James. 
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FEATURE STORY 
A STRUGGLE WITH YOUTH 

By: Trustee Willie H. Noble 

  

To read the remainder of Trustee Noble’s essay please visit our website or ask for a copy. You can even see the grade 
Trustee Noble earned.  Well done, Trustee Noble, well done. 
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Dr. Rodriguez delivered the commencement address 
to the graduating class of New Britain High 

School on June 19, 2018. 

Speech excerpt: “The processional part of 
graduation is not just a parade but a symbol of the 
opening ceremony of this race called life and we all 
play apart your parents teachers and staff are the 
spectators and you all are the runners.  

Ecclesiastes 9:11 
But remember the winner of the race doesn’t always 
go to the swift, nor the battle to the mighty, nor food 
to the wise, nor wealth to the intelligent, nor favor to 
the knowledgeable, because accidents can happen 
to anyone.” 
 
So run your race with your head held high and keep 
your eyes on the prize. Whether you are going 
college, a skilled trade military or you are uncertain I 
can promise you this ... You will fall but you can get 
back up. Nothing will feel better than helping 
someone in need and if you give it your best on any 
given day it counts as a win.  
 
Life is made up of many small races celebrate those 
victories and learn from the defeats. The race is not 
always fair and people won’t always play by the 
rules. Know that best way to win is to never stop 
moving.  If can’t run than walk and if you can’t walk 
than crawl and never give up. 
 
Congratulations class of 2018! I wish you the best of 
luck in this race called life.” 

 

 

        

 

Congratulations Deacon Peter and Deaconess 
Merna Hill for being chosen Saint James Persons of 

the Year, 2018. 

On May 20, 2018 Saint James was blessed to 
celebrate its 69th Church Anniversary. To God be the 
glory for the great things He has done.   

We were joined by Rev. Dr. Willie J. Young and the 
Mount Hebron Missionary Baptist Church, Meriden, 
Connecticut in celebration.  

Deacon and Deaconess Hill were honored with the 
Saint James Persons of the Year plaque for their 
unwavering service and dedication to the people of 
God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Nicole Rodriguez, Chair 
New Britain Board of Education  

  
 

For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love, which 
ye have shewed toward his name, in 

that ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. 

Hebrews 6:10 (KJV) 
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Youth Pages: 
Right: Symphony Crockett (holding son, Kaden) pens a 
poignant poem expressing her frustration at racism as she 
raises a beautiful male child in America.  

 

 

Below: Tre Jones won 1st place in the anti-smoking poster 
contest. He spoke at the Legislative office Building in 
Hartford about why the smoking age should be raised to 21. 

I see all this police violence 
And I look at my son. 
He is so perfect and beautiful 
And so young. 
But soon I’ll have to have the talk. 
 
The talk that breaks my heart  
But I hope not his spirit. 
The talk that tells him the police  
Will not look at him and see him 
The way I see him. 
They will just see a black boy or a man. 
 
We know what happens to black men in 
America. 
They get shot! 
They get fatally shot by police. 
This happens even if they are not armed, not 
attacking, not resisting 
And many times not even breaking the law. 
 
Wear a hoodie? 
Don’t! if you’re black. 
Having a barbecue, 
Careful, if you’re black. 
Talking at a Starbucks 
You could get arrested for that  
If you’re black. 
 
Let’s look at the facts. 
In 2016, 34 percent of the unarmed people killed 
by police Were black men. 
Black men 
 
Yet, they only make up 6 percent of the whole 
population. How am I supposed to tell me son to 
a proud descendant of Africans but if a police 
stops him bow his head? 
 
2018, not 1816. 
This is not in the past. 
This is not during slavery. 
This is not during Jim Crow. 
This is 2018 America. 
In the US at this time 
If you are a black man 
You may die. 
You may be shot by police  
Just for walking around, going to Starbucks 
cooking out, 
Wearing a hoodie 
Really? Really just for being black. 
 
 
By symphony Crockett 
 
 

Stepping-up Celebrations: Faith, Kaleb and Malachi will be 
stepping up to high school in the Fall.  Grace will be stepping 
up to middle school.  Congratulations and keep up the good 
work. 
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Left: On June 9th Lawrence (LJ) Rodriguez was 
promoted to kindergarten. LJ received meets or 
exceed grade level expectations in all areas. LJ’s 
teacher named him the classroom helper and 
remarked how kind and loving he is toward his 
classmates. 

Right: On June 13th Heriberto (EJ) Rodriguez 
was promoted from Kindergarten to the 1st 
Grade.  He was one of three students chosen to 
read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” aloud during 
the assembly.  EJ received an award for 
excellence in reading for all four quarters and 
excellence in math for three quarters. 

Nala Jones 
competing in 

Tampa, Florida. 
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H O M E B U I L D E R S  M A R R I A G E  M I N I S T R Y  

SAINT JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

—By Elder Ken Prescott, July 24, 2018 

The HomeBuilders Ministry has begun the second book of our series.  The first was Keeping 
Your Covenant, we are now studying The Art Of Marriage: Getting To The Heart Of God’s 
Design. Both books were published by www.FamilyLife.com. The concepts of covenants and 
art are excellent considerations for success in the rigorous and hopefully successful 
marathon of marriage.  

 

 

FamilyLife also provides many other resources focusing on marriage, family life, parenting, faith, overcoming marital issues, 
and they are best known for their “Weekend To Remember” conferences scheduled across the United States throughout the 
year.  Two of the couples in our group have attended several Weekend To Remember conferences, and we highly endorse 
it.1   

At Saint James, the HomeBuilders ministry is a gathering of couples whose purpose is to affirm our marital covenants and 
assist in our efforts to master the art of marriage.  The ministry is comprised of six couples, one of which is considering 
marriage.  We generally meet once monthly, discuss the current chapter, and then each couple is expected to schedule a 
date and homework assignment before the next session.  We welcome other couples to join us, but because the group is in 
a relationship building process, if others are interested in participating in the ministry, they will need to wait until we begin the 
next book, at which time we will gladly welcome others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When any couple gets married, they are sure to encounter challenges (physical, emotional, interpersonal, emotional, health, 
financial, interfamilial, and intrafamilial struggles) that none are fully prepared for.  Some marital challenges can create such 
stress that according to www.Huffpost.com, 40% to 50% of marriages end in divorce1.  Therefore, marriages need a binding 
agent, to tighten the knot.  The Lord loves marriage so much that He offers Himself as the binding agent. Erik Halberstadt, 
who describes himself as an addict of The Ashley Book of Knots, wrote the following description of braided cords: 

“In the simplest sense, fiber that is twisted or braided is stronger than the same bundle of fibers that are 
straight because the cord has more capacity to stretch. It won't stretch to the same length as the straight 
fibers, but in exchange the fibers (and the spaces between them) can compress. This makes for greater 
elasticity as well as superior abrasion resistance, but more importantly it prevents snarls and tangles.”1 

In other words, when a couple determinedly and submissively welcomes the Lord into their marriage, the Lord adds strength, 
compression of each fiber, tightness, elasticity, and resistance to abrasions.  When Debbie and I consider the hundreds of 
challenging experiences we’ve encountered since 1976, we praise the Lord that He has helped to strengthen, tighten, stretch 
us, and provide resistance from the abrasions of life.  We are bound together for life, despite some of the cords that have 
been frayed throughout the years.  We invite other couples to join the HomeBuilders Ministry on the greatest “rope course” 
of their lives.  To God be the glory, for His welcomed and persistent role as our binding agent. 

 

__________ 
1Connecticut will host its conference on 11/30/2018 – 12/2/2018 at the Hartford/Windsor Marriott, Day Hill Road, Windsor CT (if you are interested 
details are available at www.shop.familylife.com) a $75.00 off promotional is offered online (Promo code: EBHARTFORD). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The image in the right margin shows what is called a “square knot.” It is made of two sections 
of cord formed by braiding three strands.  Above it is a quote of Ecclesiastes 4:12b stating a 
wonderful truth; namely, that if you take three cords and braid them, they are not going to be 
easily separated.  In 2006, a young couple named Will and Mandi Welbes,1 added something 
to their marriage ceremony that others have since incorporated into their ceremonies.  They 
developed what they have named “God’s Knot” and it is based on Ecclesiastes 4:12b, “…A 
three-stranded rope isn’t easily snapped” (Message Translation). 

In principle, the scripture suggests that three strands of cord braided together are stronger. 
than two. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 

BRO. VERLE ROBINSON 

SIS. ALISON RICHARDSON 

SIS. CYNTHIA WRIGHT 

 

 

Thank you to all contributors for this Summer 2018 edition of the Saint James Forum.  May God be praised. 

 

• I was born in LaGrange, Georgia. 
• I moved to New Britain in 1968 (at a 

very tender age). 
• My spiritual gifts are administration 

and helps among others. 

 

WHO AM I? 

 

Don’t forget to join us each 
weekday morning at 6:00 am 

for morning prayer. 

Man ought to always pray and 
faint not… 

Luke 18:1 

Visit us on our website: 
www.sjmbcnb.org                                               


